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Student Spotlight: Sam Chicas, Madison Site 
Submitted by Ginni Edwards, Career Specialist 
 

Another Foothills Education Charter High School Success Story— 
Congratulations to Madison Foothills student Sam Chicas! 
 
Sam has just completed and received his Weld Ready Certificate for the Foothills 10
-week WeldReady Course! While this is an excellent achievement all by itself, it is 
especially notable because two weeks into the program, Sam was rushed to the 
emergency room with Bell’s Palsy. He was told by his doctors to stay home at least 
a week or more to rest and recover before going back to work or school. This would 
be a deterrent for a lot of folks, but not Sam. Sam communicated with his instructors 
from Workforce Innovators of America and was thrilled and grateful when they said 
they would work with him to catch up on the work he missed. He cannot say enough 
about his instructors—he respects them for making learning fun but also tangi-
ble and relevant. He stated that he now has a network of people and friends 
because of this program, a group of individuals who will assist him with next 
steps towards a career. 
 
Sam’s childhood dream of becoming a welder was validated by his You Science assessment. This dream seemed unattaina-
ble to Sam. He always thought that it would be too expensive for him and his family to afford and that it would take a really 
long time to achieve. The Foothills WeldReady Course came through right after Sam had finished his Career Development 
course~perfect timing ! He was undecided about the welding opportunity at first; it was a long way from home, and it was 10 
weeks long. He finally decided to ‘jump the gun’ and go for it because he felt he might not have another chance.  
 
Sam Chicas made the decision to switch from day school to Foothills for multiple reasons. Most importantly, he wanted to 
have the time to work to help his family out, but he was also drawn to the flexibility of working on his own schedule, one class 
at a time to get through high school. 
 
With the WeldReady Certificate behind him, he is looking to the future. He wants to finish his last three credits at Foothills and 
work towards an Associates degree in Welding at Athens Technical College to satisfy his high school Option B Diploma re-
quirements. He then plans to apply at Caterpillar to work and learn, and then branch out into fabrications. He eventually 
hopes to work on commercial buildings and is interested in engineering and excited about his future prospects.   
 
Sam has said that Foothills has helped in more ways than words can describe. He is grateful for the schedule, the flexibility, 
and help in “figuring out who I am and what I really wanted to do.” He feels that the Foothills staff have helped to get him this 

far, and he is thankful for the opportunities that have come his way. He has the inspiration and motivation to move forward. 
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Message from the Superintendent 

Thanks once again to Mandy Sailors, who produced the monthly Foothills Review for many 

years, from our very earliest days. Ken Sherman now takes over the Review, and the bar has 

been set high for him!  In the April issue, we start with a feature—thanks, Ginni Edwards—on 

the great success achieved by Madison Foothills student Sam Chicas, in large part through his 

work with the WeldReady program; and a follow-up article by Dawn Meyers on a terrific 

presentation on SEL by psychologist and longtime Foothills friend, Dr. Garry McGibboney. 

These two articles highlight and bring together two key elements of the Foothills world, which 

work together to make our school successful for so many students: 1) the academic support, 

tied to the real-world skills that students need to succeed and move forward; and 2) the inter-

personal skills and social-emotional wellness that our students—and all of us! — need to be 

fully happy, healthy, and productive citizens.  

Sherrie 

       Far left and right: Peter McGill, Clay Evans, Workforce 

Innovators of America; center left and right student Sam 

Chicas, Irene Munn, Regional Career Pathway Coordinator 



Compete to  
Complete Program 
 
 
Watch this space next 
month for the latest up-
date on the Compete to 
Complete Program and 
winners! 
 
 
The Program recognizes 
sites with the following: 
Average Scores of 2+ on 
End-of-Course Tests 
This Compete to complete 
category awards sites 
with at least 5 EOCs ad-
ministered. 
 
 
Average Credits Earned 
Per Student 
This Compete to Com-
plete category awards a 
winner for county/
community-based sites 
and a separate winner 
from our Department of 
Corrections sites. 
 
 
Average Attendance 
This Compete to Com-
plete category is only 
awarded for our county/
community-based sites 
(attendance at the Depart-
ment of Corrections sites 
is mandatory). 
 

————— 
 
We look forward to shar-
ing news about our next 
group of winners! 
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SEL Presentation: Dr. Garry McGibboney 
Submitted by Dr. Dawn Meyers, Regional Social Emotional Learning Specialist 
 

In March, the Regional Directors 
heard a presentation from Dr. Garry 
McGiboney. A psychologist by train-
ing, Dr. McGiboney currently works 
for Sharecare but previously served 
as Deputy Superintendent for the 
Georgia Department of Education. He 
is a long-time friend of Foothills and 
discussed with the Regional Directors 
something that we have also found to 
be true—that most Social Emotional 
Learning frameworks and curriculum 
are intended for younger children and 
are often focused on behavior modifi-
cation instead of a holistic approach to 
SEL competencies—both interpersonal and intrapersonal.  Dr. McGiboney 
introduced us to SEE-KS, Social Emotional Engagement- Knowledge & 
Skills. This model seems to be a great fit for Foothills!  
 
The SEE-KS framework (https://www.see-ks.com) is centered on the concept 
of Appreciative Inquiry- a strengths-based, positive approach that asks 
“What’s working and how can we build on that?”  We know from the GSHS 
data that Foothills students have relative strengths in SEL areas such as self-
management, self-awareness and social- awareness compared to other teen-
agers around the state.  Our students have returned to school, are actively 
seeking a high school diploma, and have oftentimes overcome or are over-
coming great adversity to arrive at their goals!  Our SEL work should build on 
student strengths as we motivate our students toward graduation, college and 
or career goals.  
 
Described as the “fuel” for learning, the SEE-KS model helps educators to rec-
ognize and build student strengths around engagement through the three I’s 
(Investment, Independence, and Initiation). SEE-KS recommends that edu-
cators: 

 Stimulate investment by stimulating learner’s interests 

 Stimulate independence by providing learners with examples, role models, 
and tools they can access. 

 Enhance initiation by providing learners multiple ways to show what they 
know.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 At the end of March, Dawn Meyers and the Foothills SEL Task Force met with Emily Rubin, 
one of the developers of SEE-KS. Check out the follow-up interview and article in the mid-April 
edition of the Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction Newsletter.—KS  

The Foothills Vision 

Foothills Education Charter High School strives to be an accessi-

ble, high-quality high school option that is flexible and respon-

sive to the needs of the People of Georgia and its communities.  

                  Dr. Garry McGibboney 


